Dallowgill and Laverton Parish Meeting at Greygarth Chapel
Wednesday 20th April 2026 7.30pm to 8.40pm
Minutes of meeting

Chair; Chris Floyd  
Present; Geoff Lobley and three residents of the Parish

Chris explained that the purpose of the meeting was to provide an update on Parish Council activities, to discuss parish issues and agree on potential actions.

1. The minutes of the annual meeting held on 10th March 2025 were circulated to attendees.  Chris gave an update on the key topics;
a. Roads.  There has been some progress in dealing with pot holes over the past year.  There is a new system for residents to report pot holes directly to North Yorkshire council via their website.  Experience suggests that residents’ direct reports are more likely to lead to prompt action than reporting problems via the Parish Council.  Heavy use by the forestry lorries is causing general damage to the road surface from the gate by the outdoor centre to Kirkby Malzeard via Tom Corner.  We need to keep monitoring this. 
b. The property built at Laverton without planning permission.  NY Council are still pursuing legal measures over this. 
c. Footpaths and bridleways.  There are ongoing problems with local landowners not maintaining gates and access.  There is no simple solution to this problem, other than to keep reporting problems to NY Council. Significant ongoing problems should be raised with our local NY Councillor, Felicity Cunliffe-Lister via her email cllr.felicity.cunliffe-lister@northyorks.gov.uk 
d. Neighbourhood plan.  This is complete and has been submitted.  The next step is for an independent examiner reporting to NY Council to review the plan and then for there to be a Parish referendum.

2. Dallowgill outdoor centre.  The gate at the side of the centre swings out to partly block the road when open.  Action on Chris to raise this with the outdoor centre.

3. The ‘shooting club’ in Dallow.  This is an ongoing concern for residents.  There have been reports (unverified) of the use of rifles at the site, and there has been an incident where a jogger on the public footpath past the site was unlawfully blocked by a club representative because of concerns over stray shot impacting on the footpath. Chris explained that the landowner is entitled to invite friends to shoot on his land for up to twenty days a year but not to run a commercial enterprise, nor to endanger the public, nor to block a public footpath, nor to use high powered rifles.  It isn’t clear if those using the site are paying to do so, which would make the club a commercial enterprise.  The advice for residents is to keep track of the days when the site is used, and to report to the police any attempt to block usage of the footpath.  

4. It was agreed to try to promote this meeting more strongly next year to increase turnout. 


